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THE CPERATICHS (¥ CCMPANY C, 63D INFANTRY
(6TH INFANTRY DIVISICN) IN THE ATTACK CF THE SHIMBU LINEB
(MCUNT MATABA) EAST OF MANILA, LUZCH, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS
10-17 APRIL 1945b
{LUZOW CAMPAIGN)
(Pervsonal Experierice of a Hifle Compaay Commander)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTEION

This monograph covers the operations'of Company G, 634
Infantry, 6th Division in the attack on the Shimbu Line (Mount
Mataba), Luzon, Philippine Islands, 10-17 Aprii 1945.

In order to prepare the reader for a more thorough under-
gtanding of this action, a brief resume of the main events
leading up to this engagement will be preseated.

The ©ixth U,S, Army landed on the southeastern shores of
Lingayen Gulf, Luzon Island, on 9 January 1945 against relatively
light enemy opposition. (Seeg Map A) (1) A beachhead was estab-
lished and all units continued to push the attack in a southernly:
direction through the central plains., On 3 March the city of
Manila fell to e;ements of the XIV Corps. (2) Through subse-
duent landings the southern tip of Bataan and the Island of
Corregidor were taken. (3) Sixth Army maintained the initiative
with attacks toward the southern half of the island aad toward
the Sierra Madre Mountains to the east. The final mission as-
signed to Sixth Army, to gain control of the entire island of
Iuzon, was well underway. (4)

The Gth Infantry Division, less the 634 Infantrﬁ, landed
with the assault echelon of 1 Corps and paitioipated in the

drive for Manila by furnishing protection for the left flank
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of Sixth Army. The 634 Infantry, 6th Division, was initially
in Corps reserve. (5). The Division degtroyed enemy resigtance
encountered in the Cabaruwan Hills; defeated elements of the
Japanese 2d Armored Division af Munoz; seized and secured the-
high ground south of San Jose; cut the island of Luzon in half
by éeizure of Baler Bay and Dingalan Bay on fhe east coast.
(See Map A) (6) During.the period 24 February to 9 April, the
6th Division was engaged in opefationa againgt the Shimbu Line,
east of Manila. (7)
THE_GENERAL SITUATION

On 15 March, XI Corps relleved the XIV Corps in operations
againat the Shimbu Line. At this time the VI Corps was composed
of the 6th Infantry Division, the 434 Infan%rﬁ'Diviaion, and
the 112th Cevalry Regimental Combat Team. The 6th Division,
in the center of the Corps zone, was ordered to attack againgt
the Montalban sector of the Shimbu Line. (8)

The 6th Division's plan of attack was simple. The 1st
Infantry Régiment and the 20th Infantry Regiment were used to
gpearhead the advance and attack Moust Mataba and Mount Bay-
tangan from the southeast, while the 634 Infantry Regiment
protectéd the left flénk of the Division. (See Map B) (9)

The Shimbu Lice, located east of Manila in the Sierra
Mountains, extecded from Ipo Dam 1a the north to Antipalo in
the south; The enemy had his.foroea generally oconcentrated in
five sectors: 4Antipolo, Marikina,l Central (Mount Baytangan),
Montalban and Ipo Dam. An estimated 17,000 troops occupied
the Shimbu Line. {10) The Montalban sector, located generally

(5T L5, 19 (8) A-1,p. 62
(6) A-4,p. 103 (9] A-6,p. 68
{7) Personal knowledge (10) A-3,p. 148-143



in the center, consisted of Mount Oro {1,000 feet), Mount
Pacawagan (1500 feet), and Mount Mataba (1,400 feet). Mount
Vataba ddmiaated the Mariquina River Valley. Its main ridge
ran generally north and south with three prominent peaks, Knob
I on the gsouthern tip, Red Top in the center and Knob 2 on the
northern tip. (See Map C) (11) The weatern approaches to Mount
Mataba conslgted of steep hog back ridges with deep ravines
covered by a dense growth of vegetation and trees.

Elements of the Japaﬁeae 8th and 106th Divisions, Z6th
Independent Mixed Brigade and miscellaneous service unlts wers
located in this area. (12) They had spent months in preparing
positions in this sector, consisting of an elaborate network of
mutually supporting caves with counnecting undergroﬁnd tunnels
covering all avenues of approach leading to Mount.Mataba.'(lz)

The men of the 6th Division were considered invthe cate-
gory of seasoned troops. In addition to thelr operatious on
Luzon, they had experienced conslderable combat in New Guinea.
Replacements were guick to acquire the fightiung spirit of the
unit hecause of ite high easpirt de éorps. Morale was excellent.
At this time logistical support was adequate. On the other hand,
the enemy had suffered reverses and was occupylng defensive
posltions. Nevertheless, his morale was assumed to be excellent,
Captured documents indicated that his supplies were sufficient,
in that he had placed a six months stockplle of supplies in this
area. (14) Taking everything into consideration the combat

efficiency of the opposing forces was considered equal.

T1) Personal knowledge (1Z) 4&-4, p. 107
12) A-1l, p. b7 {14) A-B, p. 43
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DISPOSITION AND PLANS OF THE 63D INFANTRY REGIMENT

From 15 March to 5 April the 634 Infantry had protected
the left flank of the Division extending from the vicinity of
Ipo Dam in the north to San Matic in the south. (See Map B)
During the period 6-9 April, the 634 Infantry attacked Mount
Mataba with two battalions, the 24 and 3d, to seize Objectives
A, B and X from the southwest but was repulsed with heavy losses.
(15) ' -

On 10 April, the regiﬁent planned to attack with all three
battalions to geize Objectives A, B, X and G. The 1st Battalion
wag to make a surprise attack from the west, under concealment
of darkness, to seilzs and hold Objective € {Mouant Mataba). The
cd Battolion was to geize CObjective X from the south while the
3d Battalion was directed to capture Objectives 4 and B.

(See Map €} (16)
DISPOSITICH AND PLANS OF 13T BATTALION 63D INFANTRY

The battalion planned to attack Mount Mataba from the west
at 0400 hours, 10 April, with two companies abreasf, Company A
and Cohpany C. Company C,| on the right, would attack up Ridge R
while Company A would attack up Ridge S. Company B, in reserve,
would protect the routes of supply and evacuation. Rach agsault
company was reinforced with one section of machine guns from
Company D. The 8L mm mortars were to be placed in general support
from positions west of San Mateo. (See Map D) (17) For this
operatioa one platoon of tanks and one platoon of 4.2 mortars

were attached to the battalion.

{(15) Personal atatement Major Dwight Dickson, then S5-3, 634
Infantry. :

{16) Personal knowledge and statemeut of Major Dwight Dickson,
then 5-3, 634 Infantry.

(17) Personal kaowledge



THE COMPANY SITUATICN

Company C had ocoupied 2 portion of the battalion de-
fensive poaition, southwest from Novaliches Water Shead, along
the pipe line which supplied the water for Manila. Daily patrols
had been dispatched to'the sant to reconnoiter the area around
No Name Gorge &nd other ravinea in the vicinity of Mount Mataba
in an effort to determine routes of advance, enemy 3trength and
dispositions. These patrols reported that all ravines were
thickly wooded and covered wlth a dease growth of underbrush
providing excellent concealment for enemy installations. They
further reported thaﬁ the area was vold of any traily except
for a few narrow foot paths. It was known that the enemy had
conatructed an elaborate gystem of mutually supporting caves
and fox holes, connected by underground tucnels. These po-
gitliong were located on the commandiig gfound coveriag all
.approaohés to Mount Mataba. These approachey crogsed flat
ricé paddies in the Mariguina River Valley and were subject to
congtant hostile observation. (18)

The strength of Company C just prior to the jump off was
90 enlisted men and 2 officers, (the company commander and the
lat platoon leader); of this stréngth approximately one fifth
were replacements who had been received in the past month. They
had been given as complete an orientation and 1indoctrination
into combat as posalble by belng utilized to the fullest on com-
bat and reconnaigsance patrols aand in setting u§ ambushes. The
compoaition of all patrols was carefully supervised to ensure

that each patrol had a proportionate share of combat veteraus

{18} A-4, p. 107



- L
and was commanded by a reliable non~commissioned officer. (19)
While the company had been guardiang the pipe line they received
a2 well earned rest, which, in conjunction with three hot meals
daily, had raised morale to & new high. The combat efficlency
of the company was considered to be excellent.

Captured documents indicated'that the enemy was determined
to make the seizure of Mount Mataba a cosfly as well as a timely
operation, The Japs were prepared to defend each position at
all costs, which might eusily tend to dissipate phe strength of
the main attack to several separate ladividual operations in the
reduction of these defensive pogitions., (z0)

Throughout this pefiod the weather was hot and humid with
excellent visibility during the day. With the exception of a
ghower on 14 April the weather was clear.

- THE COMPANY PLAN OF ATTACK

The company planned to attack in a column of platoons, the
men in single file. The lat Platoon, with Company D's machine
gun geotion attached, would lead the attack up the razor badk
ridge to seize and hold Mount Mataba, The forward command group
wag to follow behihd this platoon. The 2d Platoon, with the
company's light machine guns attached, would be in support, Thisg
platoon would furnish flank profection by fire aad wonld follow
behind the forward command group. The remainder of the command
group followed the 24 Platoon. The 34 Platoon, also in support,
following the rear cbmmand group, was to protect the rear of
the company and agaist in the evacuation of casuélties. The

artillery forward observer and his party was placed with the

(19)  Peraonal knowledge
(£0) Personal knowledge
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forward command group, while the 8l mm mortar observer ac-

- gompanied the lat Platoon. No 60 mm mortar ocbservers were %o

be used from the moxrtar section, but would be employed fto carry
extra ammunition as a resupply problem was anticipated. Platoon
leaders and key non commigsioned officers wexre to adjust their
own 60 mm mortar fire. Communication would cossist of SCR 536
radids within the company command net and one SCR-BOO radio in
the battalion command net. The company wead insfruoted that the
battalion communication officer would lay wire from‘battalion to
the company area of departure. AT this ﬁoint the compaﬁy would
be responsible for continuing this line as the unit advanced.

No line of departure was to be used but rather an area of
departure. The platoon leaders were lnformed that trucks wounld
be gpotted in the vicinity of the rear assembly area at 2530
hours, 9 April, to move the company to the area of departure.
The company would remain in the latter area oaly long enough to
detruck, assume the designated formation and move out. (See Map
D) The attack was scheduled for 0400 hours 10 April, approxi-
mately one hour before daylight. The element of surprise was
stresged; supporting fires were planned, but would not be de-
livered except on call of the company. (£1)

PINAL PREPARATIONS FOR THE ATTACK AWD MOVEMENT TC THE AREA QOF
DEPARTURE

Since a minimium amount of time would be spent in the ares
of departure, platoon leaders were instructed that blankets and
extra equipment would be stacked in platoon piles in the rear
assembly area. One band%leer of ammunition and two combat type

"K" rations were issued to each man. Sguad leaders were ordered

(21) Personal knowledge



to make last minute checks to ensure thut each man had his poncho,
extra palr of socks and two full canteeuns of water. 4All men weré
briefed on the necessity of maintaining strict light discipline
and 1n keeping noise to the minimium., Coffee and hot sandwiches
were sServed at 2300 hours.

The compaiy departed from the rear asasembly area at 0100
'houra, 10 April, and arrived at the area of departure at 0z00
hours., (See Map D) The men detrucked, formed gquickly, and moved
out promptly at 0215 hours. (22)

NARRATION
THE ATTACK ON THE SHIMBU LINE (MOUNT MATABA)

Compéay ¢ left the area of departure in single file at

0215 hoursa, 10 April, in a column of platoons, aceordiag to plan,
A four man patrol preceded the company by one hundred yards with
the mission of furnishing early warning of any enemy activity to -
the front. This patrol had communications with the company by
means of an SCR 536 radio. The men selected for this patrol had
previously been over thls ground on reconnaissance missions looke
ing for the best route of approach to Matabha, The movement from
the area of departure to the bage of Mount Mataba was made over a
well defined trail and presentéd no particular problem of control,

At 0330 hours the company reached therbase of Mataba, and con-

tinued in a nq{?ber;y direction toward Ridge R, the company route
of appraach‘ggzzﬁé ggp of Mataba. Without warning, and sending
chilly down the spine of every man in the company, the silence
of the night was broken by the ferocious barking of geveral dogs,

terminating in a sharp whine and a brief order in a forelgn

(22) Personal knowledge
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tongue. The column halted but no further sound was heard. (23)
Several thoughts passed through the mind of the company ocommander
at this time. Had the element of surprise, 8o essential to the
gueccessinl accomplishment of the misslon, been lost? Was this
an outposat of the enemy, a series of listening posts, employing
dogé? If it wsa an oufpost, would it call for mortar and ar-
tillery fire? Did the enemy kunow the true size of the unit or
pogsibly think that it was only a patrol? After several minutes
had elapsed without further incldent, the cclumn continued in
the direction of Ridge R. ({24)

At 0245 hours, the secufity patrol reported that enemy
movement could be heard approsaching from the north. The lst
Platoon was deployed to the left and right, while the sscurity
group was ordered to remain in their presentlposition and to
keep the company commander informed of the situation. From the
excited reports that poured in from this group a force of con-
giderable size was approachiag. Meanwhile, the company commander
had moved forwérd to join the 1lat Plafoon, where machine guns on
sach flank had been set up, ready to commence firing on order of
the platoon leader. At 03556 hours the security group reported
that the suspected enemy force was Company A.

The two company-commanders held a conference and decided
that they had overshot thelr respective ridges. They felt they
were located somewhere between Ridges R and 8. (See Map E) It
wagd deocided that the companiesd would reverse their respective

routes and use the first ridges they came to as thelr routes to

(23) Personal knowledge
(24) ©Personal knowledge
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Mataba., (£5)

While Company A was withdrawing, excited voices, Jjabbering
in Japanese, could be heard a short distance away. The lat
Platoon Sergeant and four men were dent to investigaté the noise.
They encountered.a large cave from which the noises were ﬁlainly
audible. White phosphorous hand grenades thrown into thls cave
regulted in ceries of pain. One Jap, who ran out of the entrance,
wag gulckly killed by a rifieman. No further sounds could he
heard. A squad wag left in the vieinity of the cave to furaish
security as the company passed this location. (£86)

At 0420 hours the lst Platoon Lesader reported‘that he was
at the basc of Ridge B and he was ordered to advauce up the ridge.
Due to the narrowness of this ridée, the columu remained in single
file. Ry daylight, all elements of the compaany, with the ex-
ception of the 60 mm Mortar Section, were advancing.

At 0830 hours, the company received saiper fire from Ridge
Q, approximately four hundred yards to the south. The men were
forced to hug the ground, taking advantage of any cover and con-
cealment they could find, The fire was finally located coming
from 8 ocave on the forward slope of Ridge Q. (See Map E) Small
arms and machine gun fire was direoted into this cave, resulting
in one Jap being flushed out. He ran over the ridge and disap-
peared from sight. A check of the company revealed that three
men had been wounded, including the company commander's messenger
and radio operator. One of the casuwalties could not walk and

four men from the 3d Platoon were used to evacuate this man on

<

(£b) Persconal knowledge
(26) Pergonal kunowledge
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a litter. (2&7)

Meanwhile, smoke was placed along Ridge @ and denied the
enemy further obaervation from thisg directiom. At 6945 hours
the company had advanced approximately twé hﬁndred yards forward
when the company commander noticed for the firat time that the
remalning elements of the company were not following. The com-
pany commander turned to retrace hisg route, but in so doing,
twisted his ankle; loast his halance, and went head over heels
down the.north gide of the ridge. Approximately three guarters
of the way down he stoﬁped his descent in the midat of deuse
vegetatioﬂ and amid the excited babbling of enemy voices. With-
out a lost motion he unhooked his cartridge belt and began
gerambling up the side of the ridge with tiny puffs of dust
kicking up all about him. He succeeded in reaching the top
only to look into the muzzle of an M-l rifle held by one of his
men. In faet, this was the same man who had failed to see the
column move out and consequently held up the balance of the
command. (28)

A radio message was received at this time from the 1lst
Platoon Leader reporting their location at Point W, approximately
one hundred and fifty yards from the top of the main ridge run-
ning north and south. From there he had o¢bserved thirty six Japs
moving south a2long the ridge line.

The company commander moved forward without delay and
joined the platcon leader. At 1045 hourd they observed small

groups of Japs moving to the south. Thia area, approximately

} 7; Pergonal knowledge
8

2
2 Poraonal knowledge
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one hundred fifty yards northeast from Point W, appeared to
be covered with fox holes. A ten minute artillery preparation
of high explosive was placed on these positions, Since the
wind was blowing from the north it was declded to end the con- -
centration with smoke, which, drifting south, would obscure any
enemj visibility from that direction. 4t 1100 hours, just as
the artillery preparation finished, the lst Platoon jumped off
and succeeded in reaching this area without opposition. (29)
The lst Platoon was ordered to hold this position and to protect
the right (south) flank of the company as 1t turaed left (uorth)
and advanced to the north along the main ridge. The lat Platoon
was instructed that it would protect the rear of the company
after all elements of the company had passed. The 24 Platoon
was directed to pass around the left flank of the lat Platoon,
turn north and advance along the main ridge. The command group
followed the 3d Platoon and the remainder of the formation re-
mained unchanged. The 60 mm Mortar Section had joined the column
and had gone into posaition to support the advance of the company.
Meanwhile, the lat Platoon had sent 9ix men down the ridge
to the south to secure the company's right flank and rear. COne
of thege men observed a pétch of grass almost at his feet which
seemed to rise out of the ground. He fired into it and was re-
wafded with & cry of pain. He discovered a very cleverly con-
structed fox hole. It appeared to be a normal fox hole, four
feet deep and two feet in circumference, with a cover constructed
for the top. This cover consisted of a network of interwoven

branches covered with a topping of sod which blended in perfect

(29) Personal knowledge
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harmony with the terrain, affording excellent concealment for
the hole as well as the occupant. Apparently the enemy planhed
on hitting.the réar of the column as it moved north along the
main ridge. The mere fact that this particular Jap had become
over anxious and was lifting his ocover to ohgerve the columa led
to his timely death. Two other éimilar holes, occupied by the
enemy, were found and thelr occupants liguidated. {30)

At 1200 hours the 24 Platoon Leader reported that he was
maneuvering around a cave, east of the main ridge, where he had
obgerved a Jap disappear., The company commander ordered him to
gend a security party forward along the ridge. By 1215 hours
the reslstance in the cave had been eliminated primarily by uss
of white phosphorous grenades which had killed an undeterminéd
number of Jeps. AL 1245 hours.the 2d Platoon reported'that
they had reached a gmall knoll approximately two hundred yards
south of Xnob 1. The company commander Joined the platoon leader
at this point. (See Map E) '

A number of the enemy was observed moving westward in
small groups. Artillery fire dispersed these groups and in-
flicted an unknown anumber of casualties. Part of Company 4, on
the left of Company C, wud observed in a grenade battle with
four enemy on Knob 1, which termi.ated when a white phosphorous
grenade landed in the crater hole occupled by the Japs. Two of
the enemy were killed by small arms fire when they left the
crater hole in an effort to escape the effects of the grenade.

Meanwhile, Company C'a machlne guns had gone into pogsition

and began firlng on small groups of énemy attempting to inflltrate

307 Peraonal knowledce
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acroas open ground to Kaob 1. These groups dilspersed and re-
treated téward the north., No further resistance was encountered
and, at 1315 hourwy, the battalion commander was informed by radlo
that Xnob 1 was secured. e ordered Company € and Company & to
form a perimeter defense arcund Knob 1 and to dispatch recon-
naissance patrols towards the north. (31) Company C organiszed
the north porticn of the perimeterx.

Meanwhile, a patrol of seven men from the 3d Platoon had
approached Bed Top fram the gouth. Several Japd were Seenlby the
patrol moving toward the north along the main ridge. No reslat-
ance was offered, with the exception of bharagsing sniper fire
from the front and flanks, and the patrol succeeded in reaching
Red Top at 1600 hours. The remainder of the platoon was ordered
to join the patrol immediately and 1nstructed to form a perimeter
for the night. Artillery and mortar {ire was adjusted around
Knob 1 and Red Top Hill for the inevitable counterattack was ex-
pected.

At 1730 hours the company, mious, occupied the northsrn
portion of the perimeter om Knob 1, while the 3d Platoon dug in
on Red Top Hill, (See Map E)} (32)

At 1800 hours the company was notified by phone that an
attempt to resupply the company by carrying party had failed due
to enemy artillery and mortar fire, but a liaison plane would
drop supplies the following morrning at 0900 hours. The company
ghould be prepared, on call, to mark the drop area with s smoke
grenade. Fortunately, the men 8till carried two combat type K
rations and sufficlent rifle and machine gun ammunition. Short-

ages existed in hand grenades, especially white phosaphorous, and

A-Bb, 10 April 1945

21)
Z2) Personal knowledge
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water,
At thia time Compémy ¢ had apprdximately fifty men on
Mount Mataba. . in addition to the men who were wounded aﬁa who
had acted as litter bearers, a number of men suffered from heat
exhaustion hecause of the streanuous climb up the slopes of Ridge
R, and were forced to fall to the rear. Among these men were
the lat Sergeant and Communication Sergeant., A radlo message
informed the company commander that these stragglers had been
collected at the base of Ridge R by the 1lst Sergeant. They
would occupy posgitions in Company B's perimeter for the night
and would lead the carrying party forward‘the‘following day. (23)
shortly after dark the wire line to battalion weat out and
arrangements were made to make reports, on the even hours, by
SCR 300 radi;. Company C's radioc would be off the air between
' reports to ocongerve batteries while the battalion set would re-
main open‘in cage of an emergency medsage. Although artillery
and mortar fire was received on the position, the expected enemy
counterattack failed to materialize.

THE SECOND DAY ON MOUNT MATABA

The sécond day on Mount Mataba wag spent improving the
company's defensive pogitions oa the northern portion of the
perimeter. Reconnaissance patrols were sent north along the
main ridge toward Knob &, but withdrew after receiving small
armg and mortar fire from this vicinity.

At 0915 hours the liaison plane dropped supplies, in-
cludiag water, ratious, ammunition and blbo& plagma. Late in

the morning, the battalion commander directed the company to

(32) Pergonal knowledge
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endeavor to locate the enemy mortars that were firing on the

4.2 mortar positions, At 1125 houfs artillery and mortar fire
was received on the company's positions,” All attempts to locate
thege pogitions met with negative‘results. (34) Meanwhile, in-
formation was reéeived that the battalion supply train was hit
by 90 mm mortar fire and that one Filipino osarrier was killed
and five wounded. It was reported that the enemy mortars were
firing from Mango Gorge. (See Map E) This gupply train was
carrying food, water, ammunition and blood plaama. It became
guite evident that the Japs were eandeavorlng to stop carrying
parties by artillery and mertar fire 1n an effort to reduce the
eificiency of the troops on Mataba. (35)

At 1800 hourg three men were woundéd on Knob 1 by enemy
mortar fire from the vicinity of Mango Gorge. It became in-
creasingly apparent that observation must be obtained oil the
Gorge in an effort to locate the source of this mortar fire. (36)

As darkaess descended the company withdrew all security.
glements and all men occupled posltions on the perimeter. This
perimeter conslsted of a number of mutually supporting positions
around the ehtire Knob. Each position was manned by thres men
in individual fox heles. In this way one man would be on the
alert, while the remaining two were able to rest.

At 2100 hours the battallon commander notified Company C
to continue the atfack to the north to seize and hold Knob 2.
The following day it was believed that this knob was being used

by the Japs 1o place observed fire on the battalion supply train

(34} A-5, 11 April 1945 (36) 4A-5, 11 April 1945
(85) A-B, 11 April 1945
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and the 4.2 mortar positions, as well as other gattalion in-
gtallations in the Mariquina River Valley. {37)

Because of the narrow hog baék ridge the approach to Knob
2 wag canalized and limited the formation to & column in single
file. The gtrength of the enemy ort this kuob was unknown but

patrol reports indicated that he had automatic weapons positions
| on the dominating ground coverlng the only approach to his po-
gsition. The dense vegetation afforded the.enemy excellent con-
cealment which, in conjunction with hia ability to camouflage his
positions, made it extremely difficult to locate them.

The company planned to attack in single file with the 24
Platoon in the agsault closely followed by the command group and
the lst Platoon. As the distance from Red Top to Knob £ was
approximately four hundred yards the 34 Flatoon in support was
ordered to remain in position and to take under fire any targets
of opportunity that might arise. They were ordered gpecifically
to observe for automatic weapons fire from Kidge T. (See‘Map B)

The company's machine gun section was attached to the Z4
Platoon, while the 60 mm Mortar Sectlon would support the attack
from their primary position on Knob 1. They were to be prepared
to displace forward to Kaoh 2 on order. A ten minute artillery
and 4.8 mortar preparation was to be placed on the objective from
H-10 to H hour. K hour was designated ag 0800 hours, 13 April.
{38)

THE THIRD DAY ON MOUNT MATABA

The attack jumped off at 08500 hours as scheduled and the

'_ company advanced against relatively light aniper fire to point

{2%) Personal knowledge
(88) Personal knowledge
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v, approﬁimately two hundred yards north of Red Top. Point V
consigted of a amall rise along the ridge and ag soon ag the men
crossed over it they immediately were exposed to enemy obser-
vation from Knob 8. The scouts were immediately hit and the
attack was stopped. Heavy mortar fire began to fall on the
column and two men were sericusly wounded as a result of a tree
burst. Meanwhile, the 3d Platoon leader reported that a light
machine gun waé firing from the vicinity of Ridge T, but dvue to
the heavy vegetation he was unable to locate it. He further
stated that he was gearching this area with machine gun fire. At
1000 hours, following asnother artillery preparation, the company
attacked but was stopped again at Point V by enemy amall arms
and automatic weapons fire. (Ses Map E) As a result the attack
wag c¢alled off and the company withdrew to its positions on the
perimeter.

Meanwhile, it was discovered that the %d Platoon on Red
Top had received some casualties ag a result of the heavy mortar
fire. One shell had scored a direct hit on a box of white phos-
phoroung grenades, killing one man, and seriouély burning two
others, The former had been burned to a crisp when séveral of
‘the grenuades hsd fallen iunto hig fox hole.

The company was informed at this time that a supply road
had been built from the southeast by the engineers and was ap-
préximately three hundred yards east of Knob 1. The casualties
were to be evacuated by litter directly to the road and from
there would be further evacuated by Jjeep ambulance. The company

reorganized and the wounded were evacuated. (39)

(39) Personal kanowledge
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At 1525 hours the company comma.der of Company C was
informed thut Company A would make the attack the following
morning to capture Kaob 2. Company C would be prepared to
asglst Company A on the objective 1f needed. Meanwhile, Zfour
rounds of 150 mm mortar fell on the supply trall juat in rear
of the carrying party bringicg ratiouns, water and ammunition.
{40) The carrying party arrived on the positiosn at 1600 hours
and doughnuts and hot sandwiches were relished by the men, Be-
cauge of the acute shortage, water wad rationed to the platooné
acoording to thelr strength. |

At 1845 hours enemy artillery fell ou Compauny C positions
orn Red Top without effect.

| With the arrival of darkness the men went into their holes
for the night. No patrolling was doune. Tuatead, everyone re- |
mained in his position on the perimeter. At 2215 hours the
phone line to battalion went out and shortly therecafter the
company line to the platoon on Red Top falled. The company
commander was urable to contact this platoon on the SCR 536
radio, -

THE FOURTH AND FIFTH DAYS CN MCUNT MATABA

Cn 13 April, Company A attacked to the north following
an artillery preparation, but was stopped at Point V and with-
drew to the perimeter. Company B relieved Company A on the
perimetér that afternoon and attacked Knob £ the following morn-
ing, but was also'repulsed at Point V and withdrew to the peri-
meter. Dufing this period Company C continuved patrol activities
to the éast aind remained in position on the perimeter. During

the night 13-14 April the wire liues to the battalion were again

(40) A-b, 1& April 1945
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cut by the enemy. Supplies were sent forward each day by
vehiclea over the road that had been completed to Knobh 1 from
the southeast. (41)

Company'c was ordered to attack Knob & at 1020 hours, 15
April. The artillery and 4.2 mortars would fire a preparation
on the objective from H-15 to H hour and increase their range
to fire smoke on Mount Pacawagan. (See Map E) A self propelled
mount from Cannon.Company would bs attached to the company. The
company plan was as follows: The 34 Platoon with the self pro-
pelled mount and light machine gun section attached would lead
the assault followed by the command group aud ist Platoon in
that order. The 2d Platoon would relieve the 34 Platoon on Red-
Top at 0800 hours, giviug the latter sufflcient time to assemble
and prepare for the aftack. The company would again advaunce in
gingle file. Company D's machine gun section remained in po-
gition on Red Top. The mortars would support the attack from
their pogition on Knob 1. (42)

The attack jumped off as gcheduled, but was agaln stopped
at Point V. The self propelled mount drew flre as soon as it
appeared and immediately withdrew when it was subjecteq to 150
mm mortar fire. The officer commanding the mount refused to go
forward, stating that the mortar bursts were liable to wound
his men since the top of his mount was open and affordéd no pro-
tection to the_occupants. He made no comment when informed that
all the infantrymen of Company C had for protection was thelr

skin., (48)

(41) Personal knowledge (4%) Personal knowledge
(42) Personal knowledge :



At 1130 hours no progress had heen made; however, only
three casualties had been suffered by the company. The company
commander ordered one sguad to move around the left to attempt
to flank the position and the balance of the platoon to build
up a hase of fire from the vicinity of Point V. The &d Squad
of the 1st Platoon disappeared on the weat gide of the ridge.
After proceeding approximately fifty yards by rushes from oae
crater to another, the squad came nuder heavy machine gun fire.
Cne man, endeavoring to continue to advance, was critically
wounded., The squad was pinned down; not & man could expose
himself without heing subjected to accurate small arms and ma-
chine gun fire. Meanwhile, the balance of the platocn had been
unable to build up a base of fire as the least movement forward
regsulted in a preponderance of enemy missliles belng brought to
bear on Point V. The inevitable heavy mortar fire began fo fall
in the area., At this time the agquad leader of the 3d Squad, on
the left side of thé ridge, contacted the company commander by
536 radio reporting two men wouﬁded, hig position untenable, and
that he could neilther advance nor withdraw. A 4.2 smoke con-
centration was requested and delivered on Knob 2. The 81 mm
Mortar Platcon of Company D.fired smoke adjusted by the forward
observer from that company on Ridge T. The 60 mm Mortar de-
livered high explodive that was adjusted by the squad leader of
the &d Sqguad to his immediate froat. This fire support enabled
the 1lst Squad to withdraw back to the main ridge. The squad
leader informed the company commaander that Knob £ appeared to

be alive with Japs. True, he had only seen a few but the entire
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knob appeared to be erupting with rifle flre. Iurther, he
.had observed one machine gun on Ridge T firing flanking fire
on Point V and another machine gun appeared to be located in
the center of Xnob 2, The latter position caused him the most
trouble. Although it was lews than one hundred fifty yards
away he had not been able to locate it definitely. This in-
formation wag forwarded to the battallon commander, who directed
that Company C withdraw to their positions on Knob 1. The co-
mpany commander was infofmed that Company B would selze the
objective the following mofning. (44)

At 2300 hours enemy could be heard digging to the front
and artillery fire was placed oh Knob. & with unobserved resulta,
The digging continued during the night and speculation arose
whether the enemy had received reinforcements, was improviug
his positions, or burylng his dead resulting from the mortar
and artillery fire.

THE SIXTH DAY ON MOUNT MATABA

On 16 April, Compsny B, supported by mortar and artillery
fire attempted to capture Knob 2 and was once agailn repulded at
Point V and withdrew to its position on the southern portion of
the perimeter.

Meanwhile, the regimeﬂt directed the engineers to extend
the road around Red Top to Point V to enable a tank to get to
the position. Company C was notified by the battalion commander
that they would take Kncbhb & the following day. One Sherman tank

would be 1n support of the operation and would arrive at Company

(44) Personal knowledge
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C's position at 0800 hours the following morning, Information
was also received at this time that a captured enemy document,
dated 14 April, had ordered the enemy to "Intensify inflltration
on Americans for next threé days preceeding general counter-
attack™. (45)

At 1330 hours the battalion commander notified Company C
of the supporting fires to be furnished. 7Two medium artillery
battalions and one 8" battery would fire a fifteen minute pre-
paration from H-15 to H hour. When the artillery fires lifted
the 4.2 ond 81 wmm mortars would fire on the objective, to 1ift
on call of Cowmpany C.

Company C's attack order was given to the platoon leaders
at 1500 hours. The 1st platoon, with the tank attached, would
lead the aasault, followed by the command group and the 3d
Piatoon, in that order. The &d Elatoon would remain in position
on Red Top Hill, prepared to displace on order to Knob £ to
ageigt in the reorganization of that position. The &4 Platoon
was ordered to secure the attack position, just behind Point V,
at daylight. The line of departure would be Polnt V. (44)

At this time the company commander Seunsed, for the firgt
time, & feeling among the men that the objective would be taken.
The mere fact that a tank would support the attack had a tre-
mendous paychologlcal effect on the men., The men were alsgo
carrying extra grenades, especilally white phosporous, which was
indlcative of a new determination.

THE CAPTURE OF XNCB 2

At 0620 hours, 17 April the 24 Platcon reported that the

(45) A-B, 16 April 1945
(46) Personal knowledge
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attack poéition wug secured. No enemy resistance had_been ell-
gountered. At 0815 hours the tank jolned the company behind
Red Top and at 0845 hours the artillery and mortar preparation
commenced. Under cover of this noise the company moved out with
the tank to a pOSiﬁiou one hundred yards in rear of the éttack
position. Upon completion of the artillery and mortar fires,
the eompany moved quickly to the attack position and culled for
the mortar fires to 1lift. .

The tank moved out over Point V with 1ts 75 firing and
machine guns apraying the area to 1ts front. For the first
time the men cbuld gee the enemy. The preparatory fires had
left the hill practically veid of any vegetation. HEnemy rifle-
men, apparently demoralized by the sight of the tank, fired ex-
gcitedly aa well as wildly. A= the main ridge widened the second
gquad was deployed arouand the left side of the tank, The light
machine guns.were tet up on the flanks of Paiﬁt V and began to
spray Ridge T with bullets. Japs, thelr torsos tora pratically
in half, continued to resist, One Jap, his leg blown off at the
knee, manned a heavy machine gun uatil struck by a .30 caliber
bullet., It was a suicidal defense, but once the attack gained
momentum 1t bowled over the oppositicn. No words can express
the magnificant job accomplighed by the tank. The enemy was
completely surprised and stunned by its appearance, (47)

At 1030 hours battalion was notified that the ohjective
had béen taken. Meanwhile, the men who had been mopping up on
Knob & received aniper fire from Mount Pacawagan. This fire

ceaced when the 4.2 mortars blinded the enemy with smoke. A

{47) Personal knowledge



large cave was discovered on the north side of the Knob. This
cave had apparently been used by the Japs to escape the devas~
tating effects of the artillery and mortar fires, The entirs
k¥nob was found to consist of a series of mutually supportiog

fox holes connected by underground tunnels. Tunnels in several
of the holes appeared to lead toward the large ecave oan the re-
verse 8lope of the knob. White phosporous grenades were thrown
inte all such tunnels. It socon became quite apparent why the
Japs had made g last ditoh gtand to hold this knob. It afforded
an excellent view of the Mango River Gorge and discloseéed a number
of trailg leading up to Mount Pacawagan from this direction. A
few Japs were Seen oecasionaily moving to the east in the gorgs
and artillery was fired in these areas with unobserved results.

On the final assault of Knob & by Company C, two light
machine gunsg, oune heavy machlue gun and & number of enemy rifles
were captured. Approximately thirty-five dead Japs were counted
on the knob and aa uwudetermined number were already buried.
Several times the men, digging new fbx holes, would dig iato
enemy graves.,

o time wag lost in‘organizing a perimeter defense. Con-
certina wire azd sand bags were used to strengthesn the position,
Booby traps were constructed and placed in critical areas to glve
early warning of any hoatile approach. While the perimeter de-
fense was being organized observation posts were established. At
dark all security elements withdrew to the perimeter and prepared
for an expected counterattack that falled to materialize. The
enemy was content to harass the position with mortar and artillery

fire.
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Company C's caaualties for the final agsault on Knob &2
were much less than expected, in that, only one man was killed
and three men were wounded. On the other side of the ledger,
thirty-five enemy dead were counted. An undetermined number
had been killed and gealed in the spider like net work of tunnels
and in the large cave. (48)

In summary, Company C, 63d Infantry, did accomplish ita
migsgion by assiéting in the capture of Knob 1, hy seizure.and
aubsequent holding of Red Top and, in the final phage, the cap-
ture of Knob 2 in an all out assault.

The seizure of this dominant and critical terrain feature
in the heart of the Shimbu Iine paved the way for the later cap-
ture of Mount Pacawagan and the ultimate distruction of the Shimbu
Line., It denled to the enemy his most advantageous point of
obgservation on the Mariguina River Valley and the city of Manila,
farther to the west., In turn it provided observation for the
Amerlcan forces down the Mango River Gorge, one of the main com-
munication routes of the Japs and suspected location of many of
hig artillery and heavy mortar pieces.

Company 'C's losses durlng this gperation amounted to three
men killed and sixteen men wounded. Although the actual enemy
casualties are not known it far exceeded those of Company C. On
Knob 2 alone, thirty-five enemy dead were counted while au ua-
determined unumber were destroyed 1a the numerous tunnels and caves,
No prisoners of war were taken.

Company C, by their participation in this action, ghared

in a unit cltation awsarded to the lst Battalion, 634 Infantry,

{48) Personal knowledge
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for outgtanding performance of duty in actlon agalnst the enemy
in the Shimbu Line, Mouat Mataha area.
ANATYSTS AND CEITICIBM

1. SUfPLY

On the morning of 11 April, thirty-aix hours after the
gtart of the operation, Company C had not been resupplied,
Water and grenades, espeoially white phosporous, were critically
low. fhese items were dropped by liaison plane on 11 April,

In the writer's opinion necessary measures were not taken
to ensure adequate logiatical support. Where enemy artillery
and mortar fires disorganized the carrying party on the first
day, no alternate Method of getting supplies to the company had
been planned. It‘is belleved that the liaison plane could have
been included in the 1anitial plaaning as an altérnate method.
Ag goon as it became apparant that the carrying party was uwnable
to accomplish their mission, the liailson plane could have been
utilized and could have dropped sSupplies shortly thereafter. It
ig imperative that problems of resupply be anticipated in advance
of an operatlion and alternate methoda be provided for in the pre-
plenning phase to ensure adequate supplied reaching the unit in
gufficient time, The uge of a liaison oraft to drop samall guan-

tities of critically supplies ig both feazible and practicable.
8.  EVACUATION |

During’this oyeration; litter bearers had t§ be provided
from the supportvplatoon, which rapidly depleted its strength
and rendered it practically ineffective ss a fightling forée.
The nature of the térraiﬂ, coupled with the heat and high humidity,

drained the energy from these men, and probhibited thelr return
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to the company the same day. This problem could have been éiimi-
nated by assigning additlonal men to the company to act as litter
hearera. In this way the situation would have been alleviated
and the company would have been able to operate at its available
combat strength.

3. COMMUEICATIONS

During the period 11-14 April the wire lines to battalion
and the 3d Platoon were out by hostile patrols. Radlo had to be
relied upon exclasively.for cdmmunicatiana. When this medium
falled on 12 April, this platoon had no contact with the company.
In the event of a hostile counterattack it would have been unable
to eall for supporting artlllery and mortar fires. Pyrotechnics
were available but no provision had been made for their use as
a meansg of communication.

Irn the opluiior of the author, provisions should have been
made to utilize all means of slgnal communication. When the
wire and radlo communicatlion with the &4 Platoon failed, this
platoon should have had a means of reguesting asgslstance when
needed. Thé planniag phase of this operation should have }n-
corporated the uae of pyroteqhmics 50 that alternate meaus would
be available,

4. EMELCYNENT OF TAMK- INFANTRY TEAM

During the period of this operation repeated attacks
made against Enob 2 were repulsed by the Japs. A coordinated
tank-infantry attack, made oan 17 April, succeeded in capturing
this oblective. It is believed by the writer thaut only the
addltional fire power and shock action furnished by the armor

enabled the infantry to maneuver and seize this poaition.
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Had the initial attack been supported by armor it is felt that
1t would have been successfiul and many lives and much time would
have been saved. The employment of tanks with infantry is an
effective combination in the seizure of enemy stroag points,

5., NIGHT MOVEMENT OVER CPEN TERRAIN

The movement Ffrom the rear assembly area to Ridge R oo
the night of 9-10 April, enabled the company %o cross a wide, open
area, gubjected to enemy observation and artillery fire, without
casualtles. This movement during daylight hours would not have
been feasible since the enemy had excelleat observation aud regis-
tered concentrations throughout the area, By utilizing the cone
cealment of darkress, obsexvation oo the movement of the compauy
was denied the enemy. Night movement over open terrain is both
feasible and practicable in avoiding devastating artillery and
mortar fires.

6. CONTRCL OF A UNIT AT NIGHT

The unexpected meeting of Companies A and ¢ during the
night of 9-10 April indicated a lack of an effective method of
maintaining eontrol and direction by the officers concerned. Had
adequate ateps been taken to ensure a more efficlent aystem of
locating Ridge R in the darkness this confusion would not have
resulted. The company commander of Company C relied upen & mag-
netic azimuth and guides who were unable to pin point the Llocation
of minor land marks in the dark. In the opinion of the writer,
by marching on a magnetic azimuth to the base of Mount Mataba and
knowing the exact distance from this point to Ridge R, & more
aceurate method would have been utilized eliminating guesswork

and chance.
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7. TEE USE CF SMCKE

On 10 April the company advancing up Ridge R recsived
sniper fire from Ridge Q. Smoke was placed on this ridge and
the gniper fire stopped. Agaln at the junction of Ridge B and
the main ridge smoke was used on likely observation posts and on
the flanka to deny enemy observation on the column. Throughout
the entire operation smoke fired by 4.2 mm mortars was found to
be especlally useful in stopping sniper fire as well as enemy
high angle weapon fires.

The use of smoks reduced considerably the number o0f casu-
alties that would otherwise have heen receilved by Company C from
hoatlle sniper and artillery fire.

8. EXPLOITATICN OF INITIAL SUCCESSES

On 10 April when Knob 1 wss seized a patrol was sent to
investigate Red Top. Upon discovery that the Japs were not occu-
pying their prepared positions the remainder of the platoon was
ordered to Join the patrol immediately and to organize a defenge
on knch. However, no effort was made at this time to take Knob
2

In the opinion of the writer the commaander of Compaay C
ghould have taken full advantage of the situation by pushing the
attack to Knob 2. PFailure to do so gave the enemy an opportunity
%o reinforce this position which resulted in a long drawn out
battle, the logs of life, and unnecessary delay in capturiang the
ochjective.

Commanders should make an accurate estimate of the situ-
ation and whén warranted should maintain the initlative and ex-

ploit initial success 1n the absence of orders,
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9. .REPEATED ATTACKS FRCM THE SAME DIRECTION

During the period 12-16 April several attacks were made

in an effort to ocupture Knob £. These attacks were made from the
game direction and in the same formation, gingle file. Only the
time of the attack was changed. This is & violation of the basic
principles of offensive operations in that omce an attack is re-
pulgsed a different scheme of maneuvers from a different direction
should be employed. ‘

| The writer feels that the enemy was given a decided ad-
vantage in that he was reasonably sure of the direction of the
cattack and wasg able to place &1l hia fires in that direction to
include artillery and mortar barrages. However, it ig defficult
to visualize how this attack could have been conducted otherwlse,
The very nature o0f the terrain dictated a single file formation
and offored no opportunity té maneuver. The defense of the po-
sition wasg gtrengthened lmmeasurably by the absence of approaches
inte it. However, if another approuch had been available it
should and would have been utilized. Repeated attacks from the
game direction are costly in personnel and have little chance of

BUCCENT.

10. INDOCTRINATIONJOF REPLACEMENTS

On 10 &pril épproximately one fifth of the streagth of
Company C, was composed of replacements without previous combat
experience. These men had been assigﬁed to the company during
the middle of March while the company was in a relatively quiet
area. They had been Sent on patrols and used 1n setting up am-
bushes under the‘aupervision of capable veterun non commissioned

officers.




The writer feela that this method gave the replabements
an opportunity for complete orientation and indoctrination into
combat withoﬁt being iavolved in a major engagement. They were
made to feel like a member of the command 2nd gained confldence
not only in themselves but in their officers and non commissioned
offigera as well.

When possible replacements should be assigned to their
organization when the latter ig in a relatively quiet sector
which permits a thorough orlentation and indoctrination into
combhat.

11, NIGHT PATROLS

Prior to the attack no night patrolling wag dons by the
company, but rather the men remained in thelr fox holes on the
perimeter after sundown. During the period 10-17 April the
company following this same practice of remaining in their holes
at night., This ﬁermitted the enemy to conduct patrols and sub-
vergsive activities without opposition as illustratéd by his
nightly cutting of the wire lines to battalion.

In the opinion of the writer the company should not have
gone underground at night but should have conducted night pa-
trolling and set up ambughes. This pratice of going underground
with the coming of darkness was a carry over from the operations
confucted in dense Jungles where night operations were not fea-
gible. Thig indicated a definite lack of flexibility on the
commander of this unit. Had ambushes been established along the
wire line the activities of the enemy would have heen curtalled

resulting in better communications.
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LES3ONS

1. Problem of resupply ghould be anticipated and alternate
meang should be provided to ensure the continucus logistical
suﬁpoit of an operation.

2. Additional men should be attached to an assault company,
onerating in mountaineous terrain, to asgiat in the evacusztion of
litter casges.

3, Commbinications must be flexible: plans must be made to
inelude the use of all available meaas within the unit.

4, Infantry, supported by tanks, forms a power combination,
capable of destroying enemy strong points in a short time, that
otherwise would be coatly in lives as well‘as time donsuming.

5. The movement of troops at night, over open areus under
enemy observation, is effective and practical.

6, Detailed plans must be made to ensure control and.main—
tenance of direction during a night move.

7. The employment of smoke to deny enemy observation is
effec¢tive in reducing casualties resulting from enemy gmall arms
fire. ,

8., Unit commaﬁdera must be able fo eatimate the situvation
guickly and be prepared to explolt Initial successes.

9. Successive attacks from the Same diiectioa, in the same
formation, and with the same fire support should be avolded.

10. Great care must be taken to ensure proper orientation,
indoctrination and assigament of replacements to uaits, operatiag
uader combat conditions, !

11, Flexihility, in the plan of operation ¢f a uunit, 1s
esdential, iﬁ order that the unit may fully utilize advantages

offered by different terrain.




